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Lesson 14

The main word of the subject

InLesson 5, we learned how to find the subject of a sentence. Do you remember?
Write the rule here: Everything in between the beginning of the sentence and the X-
Word is the subject.

Now it is time to look more closely at the subject. Specifically, we want to know what we
can find when we look inside the subject box. When we look inside the subject box, there
are lots of things we can find, but the most important thing is the main word of the
subject. We will often find lots of words in the subject box, but every subject must have
at least one main word. Of course, there are times when the subject will contain only one
word.

The main word of the
subject is the word that
the subject is actually

abouf.

¢ The main word of the subject is the word that the
subject is actually about. We identify the main word of
the subject by placing an asterisk (*) over it.

e It is possible to have more than one main word in the
subject box, but if we do, we must have the word and to
connect them.

Here are some examples:
* X
lThe dog who is barking at the door'| is my Chihuahua, Arnold.

* VnoS
have a very large cat named Xena, too.

* *  VnoS
‘Arnold and Xena‘ protect me from intruders.

Lesson 14 Exercise 1

Directions: Identify the subject in each of the sentences below by drawing a around
it. Then, identify the main word in each subject by placing the main word symbol (*) over
it.

1 * X
‘ The people in the living room‘ are my relatives from Boston.
2 X Vpp
have not finished my composition.
3 * X Vb
ccm be a very useful tool for a student.
4 * X

\LaGuardia and Hos‘ros\ are popular community colleges in the CUNY system.
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5 * X

‘The two cars in the garagel are for sale.
6 * X Vb/X Vpp

‘Dr‘unk drivers‘ should be arrested and placed in jail for at least one year.
7 X Vb

don't like the cold weather in the northeastern United States
8 T Vp

‘The beautiful old house on the cor‘ner‘| burned to the ground in less than three hours.
9 * X

This class| is very easy for me.

1o * > * X
‘Tom, Ken, and Ralph‘ are my three best friends.

Note: A subject is always a noun. Sometimes we also use nouns as adjectives.
Don't be confused. The subject will come last.

Example:
noun \ noun \
The program is on television. \The television program\ was interesting.

*

Television describes the type of program. Program is the main word.

Lesson 14 Exercise 2
Directions: Identify the subject in each of the sentences below by drawing a around
it. Then, identify the main word in each subject by placing the main word symbol (*) over
it.
* X
1 [English class|is easy for me. (What type of class? English class. Carefull

° *

is easy for me. Now English is the subject. It's all about the word

order.
3 * X

‘The subway 'rrainl was late. (What kind of train? Amtrak? a freight train? no,
4 a subway train.)

* X

‘\/our water bo‘r'rlel is under your desk. (your Coke bottle? no, your water
bottle)
6 * X

‘The nearest movie 'rhea'rer'{ is 8 blocks from here.

* X
\This soup spoon\ isn't clean. (What kind of spoon? A soup spoon, not a
teaspoon)

(&)]
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