From The Right Words at the Right Time by Marlo Thomas
After doing the exercises on pronouns and frequency adverbs related to this article, check your answers with this sheet.  Do the verb exercises on this sheet.  Check your answers and reread the article to be ready to discuss it.

Shaquille O’Neal


I was about seventeen when my mother said the words that changed my

life.  It was the summer before my senior year in high school, and I was (plays) ________ basketball at Cole High School in San Antonio, Texas.  My game was p 
I was about seventeen when my mother said the words that changed my life.  I was pretty good for a kid my age.  My picture was always in the papers.  I was a high school all-star, a child superstar I guess you could (says) ______.


Basketball was more than a game to me.  Before I became a player, other kids were always picking on me, always joking about how big I was.  There was no question I was different: I was six feet four by the time I was eleven.  Kids always called me names, nasty names like Shaquilla the Gorilla.  When I started (plays) _________ basketball, everything changed.  They were able to (admires) ________me instead of (laughs) __________ at me.  Basketball saved my life. So it wasn’t just that I wanted to play.  I needed to play.  And things were going real well for me.


But that summer, I (goes) _______ to basketball camp.  That’s where guys go when they’re (looks) _________to the NBA.  And once I got there, I started (doubts) ________ myself. I didn’t  (knows) ________whether I was (goes) _______ to be able to make it in basketball, whether I had what it takes.
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Camp is real competitive. You’ve (gets) _______ all the best high school players from everywhere in the country. At Cole High, I was always (ranks) ______ first, but at camp, I saw other guys being put ahead of me. I was always put behind guys like Alonzo Mourning and Jimmy Jackson.  Those guys got more attention, more individual coaching, the best shorts. It seemed like people were more (excites) ________ about them than about me.  It was a great shock. My first instinct was to think, Maybe I’m not as good as I thought I was.  I don’t think this is going to do it for me.


Whenever I had a problem I went to my parents for whatever I needed.  I had older friends but they were knuckleheads, and you can’t (goes) _______to knuckleheads for life lessons.  So when I needed guidance, I looked to my mother or my father.  They always had the words that put me back on the right course.


They both had very different ways of (says) _________these words.  My father was brash.  He told me: “Don’t (walks) ________ around with your head down.”  He meant: Don’t (gives) _______ up; don’t be embarrassed about yourself; stand up and fight.


My mother had a different way.  She was strong, like my father, but she was gentle too.  She said, “You must (fulfills) ________your dreams while there’s still room for you to do so.  Attack them with a full head of steam.  There’s no opportunity like now.  This is the time you can (shows) ________.”
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I didn’t (feels) _______ I could (stands) ________ out among those players.  I tried to brush her off, saying, “I can’t do that right now. Maybe later.”


Then my mother said the words that changed everything for me. She said, “Later doesn’t always (comes)__________ to everybody.”


That got to me.  Those words snapped me into reality and gave me a plan.  You work hard now.  You don’t wait.  If you’re lazy or you sit back and you don’t (wants) _______to excel, you’ll (gets) ________nothing.  If you work hard enough, you’ll (is) _______ (gives) __________ what you deserve.  Everything got easier for me after that.


For the rest of that summer I had a focus.  I worked really hard and by the end of that camp no one could (tells) ________ me anything different than what I already knew.  I was the best.  And when Jimmy Jackson and Alonzo Mourning and I were in the 1992 NBA draft, Jackson was the fourth pick. Mourning was the number two pick.  I was the number one pick.


I wasn’t (goes) _____ to(waits) _______for later.


Shaquille O’Neal

After reviewing the rules about frequency adverbs, put the word always in the right place in each sentence.

1. At Cole High, I was ranked first…

2. I was put behind guys like Alonzo Mourning and Jimmy Jackson.

3. They had the words that put me back on the right course.

4. Later doesn’t come to everybody.

5. Before I became a player, kids were picking on me…

6. My picture was in the papers.

7. Kids called me names.

Circle the right pronoun or possessive adjective.  When you finish with these exercises, check your answers with the verb exercise on Shaquille O’Neal that you are do to next.
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