From The Right Words at the Right Time by Marlo Thomas

Sammy Sosa, Athlete


Every time I hit a home run I touch two fingers to my mouth and blow kisses to my mother and say with my lips, “Para ti Mami. For you, Mommy.”


I hadn’t always (wants) _________to (is) ______ a baseball player even if everyone is crazy for baseball where I am from.  That is the Dominican Republic.

It is a very small country, but we have many players in the major leagues.  From San Pedro de Macoris, my town, come eight major leaguers… All the boys, todos los ninos, dream of (becomes) _______a pro and play bitilla, like street baseball, but a bottle cap for the ball and a stick for the bat.  For me, I didn’t (dreams) _______ of (is) ________ a baseball player.


My life when I was a boy was kind of a struggle. My father (dies) _______ when I was seven and my family fell to poverty so I had to (works) ______. It was tough on me; I didn’t (has)_______ a chance to play as a kid or be with my friends. I would (goes) _______ to Parque Duarte, the plaza in the center of town where there were newspaper vendors, people selling tickets for lotteria, food stands and betting parlors.  I shined shoes.  I (washes) ______ cars.  I (sells) ______ oranges and parked cars at night.  My brothers and sisters worked also and Mami cooked for the prison and sewed for other people.  Sometimes we didn’t (has) _____any food – a good meal was rice and beans, maybe an egg.  All the money I made went to Mami so she could (buys) _______us food.  There were many people like us in San Pedro, working hard to (survives) _______.   People 
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lived in shanty housing surrounded by heaps of garbage and packs of dogs.  Sewage sometimes seeped into the drinking water.


But our family had pride and hope, and love too.  My family was very loving and has always (is) ________ the most important thing to me.  I always told Mami I was (goes) ______ to (gets) ______ her out of there.


I thought when I grew up I would (works) _______in the oil refineries or sugar cane fields, but that’s not what I wanted to do.  When I got a little older, twelve or thirteen, almost a man, I started to practice boxing.  I dreamed of being a great boxer so I could help my family. I was strong and physical, though a little skinny. My mother found out what I was (does) ____________. She called me to her.  She said, “Sammy, they tell me you are practicing boxing. “


I said, “Yes, it is true.”


And she said, “My son, I want you to know that if you ever become a big-time boxer, I will never (watches) _______you on television.”


I didn’t (understands) ________. “Porque Mami? Why Mommy?”


She put her hand on my face and said, “Sammy, do you (thinks) ______I can (watches) _______you hit someone and watch someone hit you?”


I shrugged and told her it was nothing.  I liked boxing.  My mother thought she would (has) _____to(sees) _______ me get (hits) _______in the face. She didn’t (knows) _________that I punched a lot of people in the face, that I was a good boxer.
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“No,” she said loudly, “don’t (says) _______it is nothing.  That is something that would (is) ______ too much for a mother to endure.”


When my mother said she would never (comes) _______ to see me box, that was it.  I knew I would never (does) ______ something I could not (shares) ________with her.  It was a big blow, but I didn’t (gets) _________(depresses) __________, or angry, as if an opportunity had (is) ________(takes) ________away. As if boxing was the only thing in the world that I could (does) ______.  I realized, okay, I have figure to something else out.  I know that a lot of times when people are (tells) ________that they can’t (does) ______ something that they really want to, they feel defeated.  They only think how they missed their chance or opportunity.  But there is never just one answer.  There is always another way… 

…my brother Luis said to me, “Why don’t you come play baseball?”…


I was fourteen years old.  Since that day I started (works) ______ hard.  I got up early in the morning and did exercises; I went to the beach and ran in the sand.  By our house there was a truck tire embedded in the ground, and I used to swing at it every day.  That work ethic is still with me today.  I take nothing for granted.  I always run hard.  I run from the dugout to start the inning, and I run back when the inning is over.


I was lucky my mother told me how she felt.  And then I was lucky my brother took me to play baseball.  Maybe I would (has) ________(is) _________ a 
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good boxer… but I wouldn’t (has) ________ (is) ________ able to (shares) ______ it with my mother.  Instead another opportunity opened up, and I became a baseball player and so many wonderful things have (happens) ________ to me. I’ve (is) _________(plays) _________ baseball ever since that day, and my mother watches me on the TV.  That is why, whenever I hit a home run, I blow her a kiss.

A book you might be interested in reading is Esmeralda Santiago’s When I Was Puerto Rican.

